
Headteacher’s News 
 

AsÊeverÊweÊhopeÊtoÊofferÊaÊrangeÊofÊopportuniƟesÊforÊourÊpupils.Ê
GoodÊluckÊtoÊtheÊYearÊ6Êchoir,ÊwhoÊareÊperformingÊinÊtheÊO2ÊtonightÊ
asÊpartÊofÊtheÊlargestÊchildren’sÊchoir.ÊOurÊchildrenÊandÊteachersÊwillÊ
uniteÊinÊanÊelectrifyingÊchoirÊexperience.ÊThanksÊtoÊMrsÊCheungÊforÊ
organisingÊthisÊevent.  
PleaseÊrememberÊtheÊnaƟonalÊdriveÊonÊschoolÊaƩendance.ÊChildrenÊ
arrivingÊlate,ÊaŌerÊ9.30am,ÊareÊregisteredÊasÊunauthorisedÊforÊthatÊ
session,ÊunlessÊevidenceÊofÊanÊappointmentÊisÊprovided.ÊWeÊhaveÊaÊ
significantÊnumberÊofÊpupilsÊmissingÊlearningÊbyÊbeingÊtakenÊoutÊofÊ
school.ÊPleaseÊtryÊtoÊbookÊdentalÊappointmentsÊetc.ÊaŌerÊschoolÊorÊinÊ
theÊschoolÊholidays.ÊIfÊyourÊchildÊisÊinÊyearÊ1,ÊÊ4ÊorÊ6,ÊpleaseÊ 
rememberÊthatÊtheyÊwillÊbeÊparƟcipaƟngÊinÊnaƟonal assessments 
duringÊtheÊsummerÊterm.ÊPleaseÊensureÊthatÊholidaysÊareÊnotÊbookedÊ
atÊthesesÊƟmes.ÊWeÊappreciateÊyourÊsupportÊinÊthisÊmaƩer.ÊÊ ÊÊ 
HaveÊaÊlovelyÊweekend. 

Important Dates 
W/cÊ27thÊJan  Y2ÊWalkÊtoÊOldÊNorthgateÊSchoolÊ 
WedÊ29thÊJanÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊY1ÊLocalÊAreaÊWalk 
MonÊ3rdÊFeb  Y6ÊVictorianÊDayÊ 
TuesÊÊ4thÊFeb  Y4ÊTripÊtoÊtheÊSeaÊlifeÊcentreÊÊ 
MonÊ10thÊFebÊ  Y5ÊVisitÊfromÊWonderdome. 
TuesÊ11thÊFeb  InternetÊSafetyÊDayÊ 
ThursÊ13thÊFeb  EYFS/KS1ÊSchoolÊCouncilÊBakeÊoffÊÊ 
10th—14thÊFebÊ LiteratureÊFesƟvalÊatÊtheÊBSCÊ 
17th-21stÊFebÊ  HalfÊterm 
ThursÊ27thÊFeb  KS2ÊSchoolÊCouncilÊBakeÊoffÊÊ 
4thÊ&Ê6thÊMar  ParentÊConsultaƟonsÊÊ(DetailsÊtoÊfollow) 
TuesÊ4thÊMar  Rec/Y1ÊTripÊtoÊStorƞordÊfieldsÊStoryÊTeller 
ThursÊ6thÊÊMarÊÊÊÊÊ WorldÊBookÊDayÊ(dressingÊasÊanÊadjecƟve) 
WKÊbegÊ10thÊMar MathsÊgames/workÊsharingÊwithÊparentsÊ
   MonÊUKS2—9am,ÊTuesÊEYFSÊ-—9am 

WedÊKS1Ê-—9am,ÊThursÊLKS2Ê-—9am 
ThursÊ13thÊÊMar YearÊ6ÊInstrumentalÊConcertÊ 
W/CÊ17th Mar  NeurodiversityÊweekÊ 
FriÊ21stÊMar  PyjamaÊdayÊforÊRedÊNoseÊDayÊ(moreÊinfoÊtoÊ
   followÊnearerÊtheÊƟme) 
ThursÊ27thÊMar 9.05amÊ&Ê14.15amÊY3/4Êperformance 
FriÊ28thÊÊMarÊ  Y3ÊTripÊtoÊColchesterÊCastleÊ 
FriÊ28thÊMar  schoolÊDiscoÊ 
WKÊbegÊ31stÊMarÊÊ ScienceÊweek—VisitÊfromÊFabÊScienceÊ 
ThursÊ3rdÊApril  Y5ÊInstrumentalÊConcertÊ 
FriÊ4thÊAprÊ ÊÊÊ TermÊEndsÊ2pmÊ 
7th-Ê21stÊApril  EasterÊholidays 
TuesÊ22ndÊArilÊ  ChildrenÊbackÊtoÊschoolÊÊ 
ThursÊ1stÊMay  YearÊ4ÊInstrumentalÊConcert 
Mon 5th May   Bank Holiday  
ThursÊ15thÊMay YearÊ3ÊÊInstrumentalÊConcertÊ 
WedÊ21stÊMayÊ  Y6ÊvisitÊtoÊCrucialÊCrew 
ThursÊ22ndÊMayÊ EndÊofÊterm 
Fri 23rd May   Inset day 
26th—30thÊMay HalfÊterm 
WedÊ2ndÊJulyÊ  YearÊ6ÊÊPerformanceÊatÊSouthÊMillÊArt. 
   (detailsÊtoÊfollow) 
TuesÊ22ndÊJuly  BreakÊupÊforÊsummerÊholidays 
WesÊ23rdÊÊJuly  OccasionalÊday 
ThursÊ4thÊSeptÊ  StartÊofÊNewÊSchoolÊYearÊ 

=*RedÊ=ÊNewÊItemÊ/ÊChangeÊtoÊItem 
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Safeguarding:  
PleaseÊfindÊtheÊlinkÊbelowÊforÊNHS guidelinesÊonÊchildhoodÊailments.Ê
ThisÊisÊaÊgoodÊguideÊforÊparentsÊwhenÊdeliberaƟngÊifÊyourÊchildÊisÊwellÊ
enoughÊtoÊcomeÊtoÊschool:ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
hƩps://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ÊÊÊ 

Enriching the curriculum  
OnÊWednesday,ÊchildrenÊinÊYears 1-4 enjoyedÊaÊvisitÊfromÊchildren’sÊ
authorÊandÊillustratorÊRobynÊWilson-Owen.ÊRobynÊsharedÊherÊ 
creaƟveÊjourney,ÊexplainingÊhowÊsheÊtransiƟonedÊfromÊdesigningÊ
theatreÊpropsÊandÊsetsÊtoÊwriƟngÊandÊillustraƟngÊchildren’sÊbooksÊ
aŌerÊcompleƟngÊanÊMAÊinÊillustraƟon.ÊSheÊdescribedÊhowÊsheÊfindsÊ
inspiraƟonÊinÊtheÊworldÊaroundÊher,ÊmakingÊquickÊpen-and-inkÊ
sketches,ÊaddingÊwatercoloursÊinÊherÊuniqueÊstyle,ÊandÊcreaƟngÊ
roughÊdraŌsÊwhileÊembracingÊmistakesÊasÊpartÊofÊtheÊprocess.  
TheÊchildrenÊlovedÊjoiningÊinÊwithÊsoundÊeffectsÊasÊRobynÊreadÊherÊ
bookÊHedge Lion,ÊandÊtheyÊenjoyedÊaÊdrawingÊsessionÊwhereÊsheÊ
taughtÊthemÊtoÊcreateÊcartoonÊsnailsÊandÊbirds.ÊTheÊsessionÊleŌÊtheÊ
childrenÊinspired,Êcurious,ÊandÊexcitedÊtoÊtryÊtheirÊownÊcreaƟveÊideas.Ê  
WeÊnowÊhaveÊaÊsignedÊcopyÊofÊHedgeÊLionÊatÊschoolÊforÊchildrenÊtoÊ
enjoy!  
RobynÊinvitedÊeveryoneÊtoÊvisitÊherÊatÊBishopsÊStorƞordÊLibraryÊinÊ
FebruaryÊandÊMarch,ÊwhereÊshe’llÊbeÊtheÊarƟst-in-residenceÊhosƟngÊ
acƟviƟesÊforÊallÊages.ÊPleaseÊuseÊtheÊlinkÊbelowÊforÊmoreÊinformaƟon.Ê
hƩps://www.herƞordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/
news-and-campaigns/arƟsƟnresidence-bishops-storƞord 

Children's word of the year  
Northgate School isÊonÊpointÊwithÊourÊnewÊschoolÊcode!Ê 
OxfordÊPressÊhasÊjustÊannouncedÊthatÊyoungÊÊpeopleÊfromÊ
acrossÊtheÊUKÊhaveÊchosenÊ‘kindness’ asÊtheÊ‘Children’sÊwordÊ
ofÊtheÊyearÊ2024’.ÊTheÊProductÊDirectorÊsaid,Ê“ItÊtellsÊusÊthatÊ
empathy,ÊandÊtoleranceÊandÊtheÊlanguageÊweÊuseÊmaƩer,ÊandÊ
thatÊkindnessÊisÊnotÊonlyÊaÊÊsoluƟonÊtoÊsoÊmanyÊproblemsÊbutÊisÊ
somethingÊeveryoneÊandÊanyoneÊcanÊdoÊtoÊmakeÊaÊ 
difference.” Ê 

ReadingÊwithÊchildrenÊbuildsÊlanguageÊskills,ÊsparksÊimaginaƟon,ÊandÊ
fostersÊaÊloveÊofÊlearning.ÊItÊstrengthensÊbonds,ÊboostsÊconfidence,Ê
andÊcreatesÊlasƟngÊmemoriesÊthroughÊsharedÊstories.Ê 



Enriching the Curriculum 
OnÊMonday,ÊtheÊExecuƟveÊCouncil,ÊconsisƟngÊofÊIsla,ÊFinley,ÊJulia,Ê
andÊAdiƟ,ÊmetÊwithÊBusinessÊManagerÊKirsteÊMorrisÊtoÊdiscussÊaÊ
longÊtermÊplanÊforÊreplacingÊtheÊoldÊtrimÊtrailÊplaygroundÊÊ 
equipment.ÊTheÊchildrenÊexpressedÊthatÊtheyÊthinkÊtheÊnewÊ
equipmentÊshouldÊfocusÊonÊgeneraƟngÊfunÊwhileÊpromoƟngÊ
health,Êfitness,ÊandÊmentalÊwell-being.  
DuringÊtheÊdiscussion,ÊseveralÊideasÊforÊequipmentÊwereÊ 
suggested,ÊsuchÊasÊpull-upÊbars,ÊpedalÊbikes,ÊclimbingÊareas,ÊandÊ
swings.ÊManyÊfactorsÊmustÊbeÊcarefullyÊconsideredÊincludingÊtheÊ
overallÊcost,ÊasÊtheÊPTAÊhasÊkindlyÊdonatedÊfundsÊforÊtheÊprojectÊ
butÊresourcesÊremainÊlimited;ÊhealthÊandÊsafetyÊrequirementsÊtoÊ
ensureÊallÊequipmentÊisÊcompliant;ÊandÊtheÊspaceÊavailableÊ 
withinÊtheÊplaygroundÊarea.  
MsÊMorrisÊwillÊnowÊreachÊoutÊtoÊsuppliersÊofÊspecialistÊ 

playgroundÊequipmentÊtoÊshareÊtheÊ
council’sÊideasÊandÊgatherÊquotes.Ê
OnceÊsheÊhasÊreceivedÊsomeÊviableÊ
opƟons,ÊsheÊwillÊpresentÊthemÊbackÊtoÊ
theÊExecuƟveÊCouncilÊforÊfurtherÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
discussion.ÊThenÊtheÊwholeÊofÊKS2ÊwillÊ
beÊinvolvedÊinÊaÊvoƟngÊprocessÊbeforeÊ
anyÊfinalÊdecisionsÊareÊmade.ÊTheÊ
meeƟngÊwasÊhighlyÊproducƟve,ÊwithÊ

plentyÊofÊthoughƞulÊinputÊfromÊeveryoneÊinvolved.ÊWellÊdoneÊtoÊ
theÊExecuƟveÊCouncilÊforÊtheirÊexcellentÊteamwork!  
Puffins and Owls thisÊweekÊhasÊbeenÊusingÊscienƟficÊskillsÊtoÊÊÊÊ
predictÊtheÊoutcomeÊofÊanÊexperiment.ÊUsingÊbrightlyÊcolouredÊ
skiƩlesÊtheyÊmadeÊaÊpaƩernÊonÊaÊplate,ÊthenÊtheÊchildrenÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
discussedÊwhatÊtheyÊthoughtÊwouldÊhappenÊifÊtheÊskiƩlesÊwereÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
submergedÊinÊwarmÊwater.ÊTheÊchildrenÊdrewÊpicturesÊofÊtheirÊÊ
predicƟonsÊandÊthenÊwatchedÊtheÊexperimentÊunfoldÊwithÊaÊ
beauƟfulÊrainbowÊcreepingÊintoÊtheÊmiddleÊofÊtheÊplate.ÊTheyÊ
thenÊcomparedÊtheirÊpredicƟonsÊtoÊtheÊactualÊoutcome.ÊTheÊÊÊ
childrenÊreallyÊenjoyedÊthisÊwork.Ê 

 

 

Celebration of Achievements 
ThisÊweek’sÊstarsÊofÊtheÊweekÊwere:Ê  
Ducklings: NovaÊandÊColeÊÊPuffins: AaravÊÊOwls:ÊRalph 
‘LearnerÊofÊtheÊWeek’ÊcerƟficatesÊwereÊfocusedÊonÊ
learningÊpowers.ÊOurÊStarÊLearnersÊwereÊpraisedÊbyÊ
theirÊclassÊteachersÊfor:ÊreflecƟngÊonÊtheÊdesignÊofÊtheirÊ
moonÊbuggyÊinÊDT,ÊworkingÊincrediblyÊhardÊtoÊsucceedÊ
inÊmaths,ÊsharingÊexperƟseÊinÊcompuƟng,ÊhelpingÊ
aroundÊtheÊclassroom,ÊtakingÊresponsibilityÊforÊƟdyingÊ
anyÊmessÊandÊshowingÊkindnessÊandÊsupportÊtoÊtheÊnewÊ
memberÊofÊtheÊclass! 
Well done to:  
Robins:ÊSebby Wrens:ÊVanya 
Starlings:ÊKiƩy Sparrows: Alicia 
Skylarks:ÊEmilyÊ SwiŌs:ÊElliot 
NighƟngales: Lucas Kingfishers:ÊElla 
Kestrels:ÊChloe Kites: RoryÊ 
Harriers:ÊRia  Hawks:ÊJames 

Northgate School Association 
Northgate PTA LoƩery 
TheÊNEWÊNorthgateÊPTAÊLoƩeryÊisÊhere! 
 
TheÊNorthgateÊPTAÊLoƩeryÊisÊanÊopportunityÊtoÊWINÊupÊ
toÊ£1,000ÊeveryÊmonthÊwhileÊmakingÊaÊrealÊdifferenceÊ
forÊNorthgateÊPrimaryÊSchool!ÊWithÊschoolÊfundingÊ
ƟghterÊthanÊever,ÊyourÊsupportÊthroughÊthisÊloƩeryÊ
helpsÊprovideÊvitalÊresourcesÊandÊunforgeƩableÊ
experiencesÊforÊourÊchildren. 
 
Don’tÊmissÊoutÊ–ÊsecureÊyourÊƟcketÊnow:Êbit.ly/
northgateptaloƩery 
 
EventsÊ 
LookÊoutÊforÊnewÊPTAÊeventÊdatesÊcomingÊshortly.ÊOverÊ
theÊnextÊcoupleÊofÊmonthsÊweÊhaveÊourÊnewÊWellbeingÊ
Event,ÊSchoolÊDiscos,ÊMother'sÊDayÊshopÊandÊourÊBookÊ
Fair.ÊLotsÊtoÊenjoyÊplusÊlotsÊofÊopportuniƟesÊtoÊsupportÊ
ourÊchildren’sÊschoolÊbyÊprovidingÊmuchÊneededÊ
resources.Ê 
We hope you have a wonderful weekend!  
Geri Wren (PTA Chair) & The PTA Team 

Reminders and Updates 
RecepƟon and Nursery ApplicaƟons  
TheÊNorthgateÊNurseryÊApplicaƟonÊFormÊforÊSeptemberÊ2025ÊisÊnowÊ
open.ÊThisÊisÊtheÊapplicaƟonÊformÊforÊchildren,ÊbornÊbetweenÊ1st  
September 2021 and 31 August 2022,ÊwhoÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊaƩendÊ
NorthgateÊNurseryÊforÊterm Ɵme only.Ê PleaseÊclickÊtheÊfollowingÊtoÊ
applyÊorÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊforÊmoreÊinformaƟonÊ 
hƩps://www.northgate.herts.sch.uk/web/admissions/342699 
 
A Reminder About Punctuality 
PleaseÊensureÊchildrenÊarriveÊatÊschoolÊonÊƟme,ÊasÊtheÊschoolÊdayÊ
startsÊpromptlyÊatÊ8:50 am.ÊMorningÊsessionsÊtypicallyÊbeginÊ
withÊimportantÊlearningÊinÊmathsÊorÊEnglish,ÊandÊlatenessÊnotÊ
onlyÊaffectsÊyourÊchild’sÊlearningÊbutÊalsoÊdisruptsÊtheÊclass. 
WeÊunderstandÊoccasionalÊdelaysÊhappen,ÊbutÊregularÊpunctuali-
tyÊhelpsÊchildrenÊseƩleÊintoÊtheirÊdayÊandÊmakeÊtheÊmostÊofÊtheirÊ
educaƟon.ÊIfÊyouÊneedÊsupportÊwithÊgeƫngÊyourÊchildÊtoÊschoolÊ
onÊƟme,ÊpleaseÊcontactÊMrs.ÊRogers,ÊourÊPastoralÊLead,ÊviaÊtheÊ
schoolÊoffice.ÊThankÊyouÊforÊyourÊcooperaƟon. 

Sporting Achievements 
ManyÊcongratulaƟonsÊtoÊOwenÊWÊfromÊKingfishers,ÊwhoÊ
competedÊrecentlyÊinÊtheÊBriƟshÊSchoolÊChampionshipÊ
JudoÊCompeƟƟon,ÊwhereÊheÊwonÊaÊgoldÊmedal.ÊFantasƟc! 

French Language 
YearÊ5ÊhaveÊbeenÊlearningÊhowÊtoÊ
orderÊfoodÊandÊdrinksÊinÊaÊ“SalonÊ
deÊthé.”ÊToÊconcludeÊtheirÊtopic,Ê
theÊchildrenÊpracƟsedÊusingÊthisÊ
languageÊinÊaÊroleÊplayÊwithÊ 
MadameÊEdwardsÊandÊthoroughlyÊ
enjoyedÊeaƟngÊtheirÊFrenchÊfoodÊ
aŌerward! 
“OnÊThursdayÊlunchƟme,ÊweÊorderedÊsomeÊFrenchÊfoodÊ
fromÊMrsÊEdwards.ÊWeÊhadÊtoÊsay:ÊBonjour,ÊjeÊvoudraisÊ
unÊcroissantÊetÊunÊjusÊd’orange,Ês’ilÊvousÊplaît,ÊwhichÊ
meansÊHello,ÊIÊwouldÊlikeÊaÊcroissantÊandÊanÊorangeÊjuice,Ê
please.”ÊByÊAnnabelleÊandÊCoraÊfromÊKestrels 


