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Using the bar model to support 
problem solving
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Teaching using a CPA approach
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What is the bar model?

Using a bar or blocks to represent missing and 
known information from a mathematical 
question.

17 = ? + 13? ÷ 3 = 6
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Teaching with a guided question

£1.59

a a p p p 

24p

24p + 24p = 48p £1.59 ­ 48p = £1.11

£1.11 ÷ 3 = 37p
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£1.35 £1.35 x 2 = £2.70

£2.70 ÷ 3 = 0.9 (90p)
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276 ÷ 3 = 92

92 x 2 = 184
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96 ÷ 3 = 32

           = 32

100

32 + 32 = 64

100 ­ 64 = 36

36 ÷ 2
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